


Readings for the Week 
Monday:  Acts 11:1-18; Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4;  
 Jn 10:1- 10 
 

Tuesday:  Acts 11:19-26; Ps 87:1b-7; Jn 10:22-30 
 

Wednesday:  Acts 12:24 — 13:5a; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; 
 Jn 12:44-50 
 

Thursday:  Acts 13:13-25: Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25, 27; 
 Jn 13:16-20 
 

Friday:  Acts 13:26-33; Ps 2:6-11ab; Jn 14:1-6 
 

Saturday:  Acts 13:44-52; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 14:7-14 
 or (for the memorial) Gn 1:26 — 2:3 or 
 Col 3:14-15, 17, 23-24; Ps 90:2-4, 12-14, 
 16; Mt 13:54-58 
 

Sunday:  Acts 9:26-31; Ps 22:26-28, 30-32; 
 1 Jn 3:18-24; Jn 15:1-8 

Responding To The Call 

Do we truly know the voice of Christ? Do we truly respond to 
the voice of our shepherd with our own distinctive voice? How 
often we attempt to imitate those around us, appropriating the 
response of another member of the flock to Christ. Perhaps we 
need to balance the image of being sheep of one flock with the 
image from the second reading, which tells us that we are all 
children of God. What child has precisely the same interaction 
with parents as his or her siblings? Instead, they frequently do 
and say things to distinguish themselves in the eyes of their 
parents. 
Whether we use the image of children or of sheep to understand 
our relationship with Christ, we believe that we are all known 
and called by name. With this great gift comes a responsibility: 
to respond to the call with our own distinctive voice, to take 
time to discern exactly what our call is, to determine precisely 
what the will of the Father is for each of us. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Today’s Readings  
First Reading — There is no salvation through anyone 
else (Acts 4:8-12). 
Psalm — The stone rejected by the builders has become 
the cornerstone (Psalm 118). 
Second Reading — See what love the Father has 
bestowed on us that we may be called the children of God 
(1 John 3:1-2). 
Gospel — The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep (John 10:11-18). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary 
for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in 
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Saints and Special Observances 

Sunday:  Fourth Sunday of Easter; 
  World Day of Prayer for Vocations 
Wednesday:  St. Peter Chanel; 
  St. Louis Grignion de Montfort 
Thursday:  St. Catherine of Siena 
Friday:  St. Pius V; National Arbor Day 
Saturday:  St. Joseph the Worker; First Saturday 

Feast of Faith 

The Gospel Reading 
The climax of the Liturgy of the Word comes with the 
proclamation of the Gospel. Everything tells us that 
something important is happening. We stand. We sing 
special acclamations. Servers with candles and sometimes 
incense lead the deacon or priest to the ambo, where the 
reading is proclaimed from a special book. 
All of the readings are important, but the liturgy directs 
special attention to the Gospel for a reason. “[A]mong all 
the inspired writings, even among those of the New 
Testament, the Gospels have a special place, and rightly 
so, because they are our principal source for the life and 
teaching of the Incarnate Word, our Saviour” (Dei 
Verbum, the Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation 
of the Second Vatican Council, 18). In the Gospels, the 
narrative of Christ’s saving life, death, and resurrection 
continues to be proclaimed in our midst. 
Our Sunday Lectionary is structured so as to allow us to 
hear as much of the Gospels as possible. The readings are 
arranged in a three-year cycle. In Year A, the Gospel 
readings are taken mainly from Matthew; in Year B, from 
Mark and John; and in Year C, from Luke. In this way, 
over the course of three years, we hear a substantial 
portion of all four Gospels. 
—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



Treasures From Our Tradition  
There are few openings for “Shepherds” in the classified ads today, but few occupations are as dear to the 
Christian heart. Most of us tenderly place shepherds by our Christmas cribs, name the Twenty-third Psalm as 
our favorite, and recognize “Good Shepherd” as a title of Jesus. Bishops carry a staff, called a crozier, 
modeled after the shepherd’s walking staff. Long before Christian artists painted Jesus on the cross, they 
traced on the walls of their worship places images of a strong young shepherd, shouldering a lost sheep and 
bringing it to safety. Springtime is the season of lambing, a time when the shepherd not only learns the faces 
of the new arrivals, but also when the newborn sheep become attuned to the voice of the shepherd. This is 
exactly what we do as a community in Easter as we shelter and guide the newly received Christians, and also 
put our Lenten muscles to good use: listening more attentively to God’s Word, and responding with 
springtime vigor to God’s call. 
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
April 25, 2021 

See what love the Father has bestowed 
on us that we may be called the 

children of God. 
—1 John 3:1 

The Rejected Savior 

 
In the reading from Acts, Peter explains to the leaders of Israel how they cured a crippled man. They probably 
expected Peter to take credit for the cure, so they were waiting for him to hang himself by his words. Peter, of 
course, gives the credit to Jesus and then makes two important points. 
First he calls Jesus the "stone you builders rejected, which has become the cornerstone." This quote from 
Psalm 118 was used often by the early Christians to show that Jesus was rejected by fellow Jews when he was 
crucified, but was actually doing God's will when he gave his life on the cross. Thus he became not just a mar-
tyr, but the savior of the world. This gave comfort to those who had expected the leaders of Israel to follow 
Jesus and recognize him as the Messiah. It also told those leaders that they could be forgiven for crucifying 
Jesus if they would simply repent. 
The second point made by Peter was that Jesus is the one and only savior of the world. In those days, the Ro-
man emperor was considered to be a god and was called a savior. Peter says this to the leaders because they 
had to obey the emperor and his appointed rulers over Israel. While we no longer look to politicians to be sav-
iors, we need to remember that Jesus is the Savior: he forgives our sins, shows us how to love God and our 
neighbors, and hears our prayers. He lives in us to support us when the answer to our prayers is "no." And in 
the end, he is with us when we die to bring us to eternal life. When we love others (and are loved by others) we 
experience a taste of God's love. Now the choice is yours: to reject the Savior or make Him the cornerstone of 
your life. 
Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co. 

On Wealth 

Nothing is more fallacious than wealth. It is a hostile 
comrade, a domestic enemy. 
                                                        —St. John Chrysostom 

The Glory Of God 

The glory of God is humanity fully alive. 
         —St. Irenaeus 
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Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
• LeafGuard® 
 is guaranteed   
 never to clog or  
 we’ll clean it for  
 FREE*

• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out  
 leaves, pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder  
 to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not 
 a flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 816-336-1009 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for as 
long as you own your home, or 
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Receive a $25 Darden card with 
FREE in-home estimate

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product 
consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25.Offer sponsored 
by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, 
sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for 
homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, 
both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. 
Participants must have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be 
legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible 
for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, 
their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company 
in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former 
Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted 
except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it 
deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class 
United States Mail or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the promotion 
form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any 
kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Darden and is subject to change 
without notice prior to reservation.

Expires 03/31/21. 
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 For Details

            FUNERAL CHAPELS
     Catholic Owned/Parishioners

816-229-3276 | www.meyersfuneralchapel.com

Locations in  
Blue Springs  
and Parkville

Be Someone’s Hero.
Earn up to $1100

a month by donating
life saving plasma

3715 Broadway Blvd., KC, MO 64111

www.CSLPlasma.com
for details

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!

Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Please support the advertisers in your bulletin,
and thank them for their continued support.

They make your bulletin possible.

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!
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